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child's submissive silence reprimands, however well
deserved. -

His father distrusted him as profoundly as he
trusted his wife, and the domestic circle was an arena
of incessant wrangles. Then, without consulting
either his parents or his grandparents, Prince William
engaged himself in 1880 to Princess Augusta Victoria
of Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Augustenburg,
daughter of Duke Frederick, whose claims to the
Duchy of Holstein had once been so strongly upheld
by the Grown Princess ; Princess Augusta was also
the grand-daughter of the Queen's half-sister Feodore
who had shared her unhappy childhood at Kensing-
ton. The Grown Princess sent the news to her
mother before the engagement was announced, and
the Queen, since this came within the jurisdiction of
her matriarchate, as greatly concerning the welfare
of a grandson and of a great-niece, at once invited
the prospective bride to Windsor to be inspected.
Princess Augusta had not seen her future parents-
in-law since her engagement, but this summons
to England took precedence of all other calls.
Fortunately the Queen approved of her : she found
her " gentle and amiable and sweet.35 Such qualities
^ were more likely to be of value to her than mental
brilliance, which Dona decidedly lacked, for ability
was a handicap rather than an asset in one who
would be Empress of Germany. The Crown Princess
also liked her for the same qualities as the Queen :
" her smile and her manners and expression " she
wrote cc must disarm even the bristly, thorny people
of Berlin with their sharp tongues, their cutting
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